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PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE
By Michael Sonsini

Hi Group,

The holiday season is here and

we are about to wrap up 2010.

| can’t say enough that | am
ready to enter into the new
year hoping business will return

to some normality. As always, |

am requesting contractors to
join the AAF so we have a stronger voice when we vote
on business laws or make decisions related to the new
building code. You witness it as it happens. Your input is
important when we are discussing the subjects. Your

vote is more important.

Did you know that the wind speeds are going to be
raised throughout the state of Florida in 2011? | am lo-
cated in Palm Beach County and the wind speed is being
raised from 140 mph to 165 mph. According to your
state geographical location, you will all be affected. So,
you can join the AAF and learn as we discuss issues like
this during the moment. If you do not have a chapter in
your area you can join the state directly and be a mem-
ber. We have 4 state meetings at various locations in-
cluding the central, east and west areas. We try to make

it convenient for you.

There are times you can use the AAF Guide to Alumi-
num Construction in High Wind Areas and acquire your
building permit without the cost of an engineer. When
you are installing a small job including an aluminum
roof (pan or insulated), the book works really well. Also,
we offer an AAF backup warranty for your customers at
just $20 each. | hope these benefits satisfy your curios-
ity for being a member. These are all good reasons to

become an AAF member.

After the holidays, why don’t you think about being an
AAF member. Town & Country is offering a member-
ship special that saves you money toward your “NEW
MEMBER” membership (not a renewal). Call them and
ask for details. Gus Tarnowski Engineering (954-727-
2027) and Florida Fasteners Direct (239-325-8383) are
offering membership incentives as well. We are trying
to make a difference so the membership is affordable

keeping your budget intact.

As | mentioned in the beginning of my message, let’s
kick off 2011 with a positive attitude! When you are
attached to the decision makers representing the in-
dustry, it will keep you informed and you can partici-

pate during the process.

Mike Sonsini, AAF President




floods show no mercy

The eyewall Armor Flood Barrler System has been created as
a result of over ten years of extensive research and development
and is de3|gned in accordance with:

A ° The Florida Building Code, 2004 & 2007 Edition
| including the HVHZ - High Velomty Hurricane

@ Zone Provisions.

g * The American Society of Civil Engineers
] Standards ASCE 7-05 (minimum design loads
for buildings and other structures).

* FEMA Technical Bulletin 3-93 (Non-Residential
Flood Proofing Requirements and Certification).

eyewall Armor

_—==lIFlood Barriers

For Additional Information visit our Web Site at:
www.eyewallarmor.com/floodbarriers.com

Corporate Headquarters: 400 West MchNab Road, Ft Lauderdale, Florda 33309
Phone: 954-691-2350 Fax: 954-691-2381
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STRESS IN THE WORK PLACE
By John DeCosmo, J&M Aluminum Products, Inc.

As a contractor or supplier in the construction industry business stress is an everyday oc-
currence. Competition is fierce and the profits are down but some contractors have
found ways to be profitable while enjoying the new economy. What is the difference
and why do other succeed while many fail and why is it important for your business and

your health.

Many times an increase in work-related stress can cause negative emotional, physical
and financial effects on otherwise happy employees. When stress becomes overly exces-

sive, the results can be potentially dangerous.

Over time, job stress can lead to more serious, chronic health problems such as cardio-
vascular disease, physiological disorders and musculoskeletal problems (aches and pains
in your bones and muscles). In addition to physical disorders employee theft and em-

ployee altercations go up in a direct proportion to job stress.

To avoid these health problems while also increasing your enjoyment at work, consider
these recommendations: Set realistic goals while not trying to put unnecessary pressure

on you or your employees.

Try to think positively about work tasks, avoid negative thinkers.

No project, proposal or situation will ever turn out perfectly. Just try and do your very
best. Tell your employees you appreciate their efforts and give them a pat on the back

when jobs go as planned.

Take a short break if you start to feel overly stressed. Walk away from the situation and

go get a beverage, use the restroom or stand up and stretch for a few minutes.

Join and participate in a Business Association.

The next AAF meeting will be Port St. Lucia on February 18 & 19. Friday night will be a
brain storming session to talk about what is working for other members of the associa-
tion. Saturday morning will be the regularly scheduled business meeting where the offi-
cers and members will be charting the course for 2011. Come join us and improve your

chance for success in 2011.



FLORIDA BUILDING COMMISSION RULE DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP
By Joe Belcher, AAF Code Consultant

The Florida Building Commission conducted a rule devel-
opment workshop on the 2010 Florida Building Code, in
plenary session on December 7 and 8, 2010, at Mel-
bourne, Florida. Due to earlier action by the legislature,
the meetings, originally scheduled as a final rule hearing,
were conducted as a rule development workshop. The
action by the legislature may require additional work-
shops. (See Additional Hearings below.) The code con-
sultant does not anticipate any further workshops to ef-
fect the adoption of the changes of interest to the indus-

try.

Regarding issues of interest to the industry, the Florida
Building Commission (Commission) accepted all modifica-
tions, revisions, and public comments submitted on the
behalf of AAF. In addition to adopting the recommenda-
tions of the TACs, the Commission adopted revisions sub-
mitted by the consultant as public comments. In short, all
changes specifically requested by AAF were approved or
approved as modified. A recap of the provisions and pub-

lic comments is included at the end of this report.

The code is scheduled to be posted at the Building Code
Information System (BCIS) website by December 31,
2010. (www.floridabuilding.org). Due to the action of the

legislature, some of the dates of future activity in the
Commission Work Plan may change slightly. The Glitch
Code Change Cycle will be opened either February 1 or
February 18, 2011. The deadline for glitch change submis-
sions may be changed from March 1, 2011, to March 18,
2011. The final rule adoption hearing for the glitch
changes is unchanged and is scheduled for June 2011.
The implementation date December 31, 2011, of the
2010 Florida Building Code remains unchanged.

ASCE 7. Regarding the update to ASCE 7-2010 supported

by AAF, citing various reasons, the Building Officials Asso-

ciation of Florida (BOAF) submitted a public comment in
Commission  voted
(including several BOAF members) to adopt ASCE 7-2010

and the related changes needed to integrate the docu-

opposition. The unanimously

ment into the code.

Additional Hearings. As stated above, action by the legis-
lature may result in additional rule development work-
shops before the final rule hearing. It is doubtful the
Commission will entertain any further technical changes
to the code before the Glitch Code Change Cycle. The ad-
ditional hearings may be needed to satisfy legislative
changes to the rule making procedure. (Ch. 120 F.S.)

The legislature, during the 2010 Regular Session, passed a
bill mandating the preparation of a statement of esti-
mated regulatory costs (SERC) for rules exceeding certain
thresholds. The law changes permissive language into
mandatory language. The preparation of a SERC is now
required for any rule that is likely to result, directly or in-
directly, in an increased regulatory cost exceeding
$200,000 in the aggregate within one year of implemen-
tation. (HB 1565) Previously, the preparation of a SERC

was merely “encouraged.”

The legislature also added new language to the law re-
quiring rules increasing costs by $1,000,000 or more
within five years of implementation to be ratified by the
legislature. The law applies to rules determined by eco-
nomic analysis to be likely to have an adverse impact on
specified areas such as economic growth, private sector
job creation, business competitiveness, regulatory costs,
and others. The governor vetoed the bill and the legisla-
ture in special session overrode the veto. Since the Flor-
ida Building Code is adopted as a rule, the Commission is
trying to determine if the law applies to the code. If it is

determined the law applies to the code, the Commission
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FLORIDA BUILDING COMMISSION RULE DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP

Continued from previous page

plans to explore whether or not an exemption can be obtained. Worst case is that the code would require ratification
by the legislature. Once submitted to the legislature, the code could be accepted as submitted. However, there is a po-
tential for parties to lobby the legislature for further changes; or, the legislature could direct the Commission to make
further changes. Further changes would delay the implementation due to the requirement for public comment and

other time constraints established by law.

The net immediate effect, ignoring possible action by the legislature, is that additional rule development hearings on
the code may be necessary. A contingency to the Commission’s Work Plan to accommodate the possibility of submit-
ting the code to the legislature for ratification has been developed. (Contingency #5 provided below.) It appears this is
the most likely scenario, but at this point nothing is certain. The final rule hearing is currently scheduled for February 1
at Tampa, Florida. (Please note that even with the time-line adjustments of the contingency plan, the effective date of
the code does not change.) The code consultant believes there is little likelihood of further modification of the techni-
cal modifications approved at Melbourne unless dictated by the legislature. However, vigilance is paramount since
there is nothing prohibiting further modification by the Commission. To safeguard the industry position, any and all

hearings will be attended and monitored by the consultant.

Rust Resistance Just Got 5 Times Better

Introducing CECO Ceramic 10,000 | Full line of fasteners:;

Sheet Metal
Our new line of fasteners that | - Self Drill
have exceeded 10,000 hours of | - Concrete

salt fog testing

Ceco Coated Fasteners is family
owned and operated specializing in
ceramic coated screws

Phone: 866-285-6247

Visit us at www.cecoaluminum.com

Reduce Your Service Calls for Rusty Fasteners




660 West 83rd ST. HIALEAH, FL. 33014
PH: (305) 819-0509 | FAX: (305) 819-0512

INDUSTRIAL MATERIALS
SHEETS COILS EXTRUSIONS

ALUMINUM PATIO PRODUCTS
SHUTTERS STORM PANELS
INSULATED PANEL PRODUCTS

IMPACT WINDOWS & DOORS
RAILING & FENCES

RAINWARE & ACCESORIES
POOL ENCLOSURE MATERIALS

AND) THE BEST SERVICES IN THE INDUSTRY
WWW.KTCMETALS.COM




UNLICENSED ACTIVITY IN THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY

By Richard Gillmore, Richard M. Gillmore Aluminum

There has always been some unlicensed activity in the con-
struction industry in Florida. After the two hurricane sea-
sons of 2004 and 2005, however, the problem became sub-
stantially more prevalent and pervasive. All building trades

were affected.

Roofing contractors from other states temporary relocated
to Florida. Some of the out-of-state contractors got tempo-
rary contractor licenses to do this work, but there was also

a significant proportion that did not.

Many stories were aired on TV about the consumers get-
ting ripped-off by con-artists and unlicensed contractors.
The aluminum industry was affected in a similar way, but
by a greater number of individuals pretending to be li-

censed contractors.

Roofing work requires a building permit for most work
done, even small repairs. However, rescreening of swim-
ming pool enclosures is exempt. This allowed many unli-
censed individual to con their way into doing work (and
generating income). Real Estate companies, insurance com-
panies, and homeowners didn’t check to see if the person
that they hired was really licensed to do the work. And,
yes, rescreening is a protected trade. Screen rolled into an
aluminum frame makes that framework structural and en-
gineering for wind loads must be followed. Old fasteners
and the wind bracing were damaged by the wind and
needed to be corrected. Unlicensed contractors were not
following any engineering, since most of them ignore it.
They are in the business to make “easy money”. Example of
“easy money” was the sheeting of the pool enclosure roof
areas. This means that they didn’t spline each individual
panel separately.

Once an unlicensed contractor gets established with a sup-
plier(s), they begin to build “fill-in” screen enclosures and
porches with aluminum pan roofs or with structural insu-
lated panel roofs, believing that a building permit is not

required; or they will not get caught. Sad but true; they

rarely get caught breaking the law. Why?

There are a number of reasons:

People continue to hire these individuals without checking
for licenses and proper insurance. People will see a “re-
screener” at their neighbor’s house and they will ask them
to come to their house to do some work. Contractors must
have their contractor license number on all their ads and
contracts. Homeowners overlook this, as do the insurance
brokers and real estate brokers. But the individuals who
really need to do the checking and reporting are the li-
censed contractors. That’s right! The license contractor

must protect his trade from individuals stealing the work.

After the hurricane related work was completed, a slow
down in the construction industry followed. Good times
turned into a depression. Many companies that grew from
the hurricane related work were now laying-off their work-
ers. Many of these laid-off workers turned around and be-
came unlicensed contractors, stealing work from the li-
censed companies. As a member of the Aluminum Associa-
tion of Florida | can see that many licensed companies have
disappeared, or are so small, that existence in the industry
is a day by day problem to their survival. On the other
hand, the unlicensed contractor who doesn’t pay for any
insurance, building permits, license fees, engineering, con-
tinuing education courses, or building rental, seems to be
able to survive the downtime of this recession. | believe
that there are more unlicensed individuals doing the alumi-

num work than unlicensed at this date.

We can rid the aluminum industry of most of these unli-
censed contractors, if we choose; by reporting these indi-
viduals to the licensing board. It does work, but after you
report an individual, expect up to six months for results.
Licensed contractors must step-up and start reporting
these people. In a year, if we work at this, there will be
good results. If you don’t step-up, you maybe out of busi-

ness, soon.
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Paterd No.'s 4,769,083 and 5,086.580

THE ORIGINAL INSULATED PANEL

Custom Order Entry Program
All documents laser-printed with full item descriptions.
Easy to understand - no cryptic acronyms.

Faxed order acknowledgements
Customers know what they are getting at what price.

Contact call the day before delivery
Always a customer approval on backorders.
No surprises when truck arrives.

Exclusive Packaging
_ All extrusion and pan orders are stretch wrapped, which
. helps prevent damage on our truck and yours.

Individually Labeled Orders
Each item is labeled by customer and job. You don’t have
to sort through the material on multiple jobs.

Orders are delivered on OUR trucks by OUR drivers
Loads are specially loaded and blocked at our facility and
reblocked after every stop. This results in less damage and
confusion with the paperwork.

Extensive Marketing Support
Pre-Printed Brochures, Customized Flyers, Product
Catalogs, Free Product Samples.

- /2 The only supplier with six color options in panels, five
‘ -8 ~f < 24| colors in extrusion, and four colors for pans

BT 2o 00 "THENEan- 9695
wwESTRUGHAELcom —

MEMBER

™ ICC

INTERNATIONAL
CODE COUNCIT
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AAF UMDA MEMBERS - DEAL WITH THE SEAL

Ace Aluminum Distributors
Eric Funk
370 W. Lemon Lane
Casselberry, FL 32707
Phone (407) 834-6633
Fax (407) 834-4919
Website Unavailable
acealuminuml@hotmail.com

Alumiworks, LLC
Wayne Parker
P.O. Box 27
Randleman, NC 27317
Phone(336) 202-6036
Fax (336) 510-7437
www.alumiworks.net
wayne@alumiworks.net

American Building Products
P. 0. Box 27
Randleman, NC 27317
Phone (336) 799-4200
Fax (336) 799-4201
Website Unavailable
sam12341@bellsouth.net

Bouchard Insurance
lleane Altamura
P. O. Box 6090
Clearwater, FL 33758
Phone (727) 447-6481
Fax (727) 449-1267
www.bouchardinsurance.com

ileanealtamura@bouchardinsurance.com

Cat 5 Hurricane Screens, LLC
Wayne Bennett
13474 Chambord St.
Brooksville, FL 34613
Phone (352) 597-7207
Fax (352) 597-7228
www.cat5screens.com
wayne@cat5screens.com

CECO

Gary Howard

P.0.Box 7213
St. Petersburg, FL 33734

Phone (727) 580-0075
Fax (727) 528-6837
www.cecoaluminum.com
ghoward@cecoaluminum.com

Custom Window Systems, Inc.
Lou Andresino
1900 SW 44th Avenue
Ocala, FL 34474
Phone (352) 368-6922
Fax (352) 368-2928
WWW.CWS.CC

lou@cws.cc

Eagle Metal Distributors, Inc.
Tony Sonsini
603 W. Landstreet Rd.
Orlando, FL 32824
Phone (407) 367-0688
Fax (407) 367-0684
www.eaglemetalsinc.com
tony@eaglemetalsinc.com

Elite Aluminum Corporation
Dan Cooke
4650 Lyons Technology Parkway
Coconut Creek, FL 33073
Phone (954) 949-3200
Fax (954) 949-3201
www.elitealuminum.com
dan@elitealuminum.com

Florida Extruders International, Inc.
Barry Dombchik
2540 Jewett Lane South
Sanford, FL 32771
Phone (407) 323-3300
Fax (407) 322-3507
www.floridaextruders.com
bdombchik@floridaextruders.com

Florida Fasteners Direct, Inc.
Beau Houde
1440 Rail Head Blvd., Ste. 3
Naples, FL 34110
Phone (239) 325-8383

Fax (239) 325-8380
www.blue-tap.com
bh@blue-tap.com

Florida Sales & Marketing Inc.
Charles Hurt
11840 Metro Parkway
Ft. Myers, FL 33966
Phone (239) 274-3103
Fax (239) 277-9707
www.floridasalesandmarketing.com

Insurance Office of America Tampa
Don Leggett
4915 West Cypress
Tampa, FL 33607
Phone (813) 637-8877
Fax (813) 637-8484
WWW.i0ausa.com
don.leggett@ioausa.com

J.M. Fasteners World, Inc.
James Monaco
P. 0. Box 90217
Lakeland, FL 33804
Phone (863) 665-5754
Fax (863) 665-4114
www.jmfasteners.com
james.monaco@jmfastenerworld.com

Email Unavailable

K. Aluminum
Kenneth Edwards
4420 US Hwy. 27 S
Sebring, FL 33870
Phone (863) 471-9906
Fax (863) 471-1777
www.kaluminum.com
kaluminuminc@yahoo.com

KTC Metals
Arnaldo Aguilera
660 West 83" Street
Hialeah, FL 33014
Phone (305) 819-0509
Fax (305) 819-0512
www.ktcmetals.com
arnaldo@ktcmetals.com

LouMac Distributors
Scott Myers
12650 W. Links Road, Suite 6

Ft. Myers, FL 33913

Phone (239) 466-4405
Fax (239) 267-0370
www.loumac.com
scott@loumac.com

Metal Tech, Inc.
Steve Buzzella
7635 West 2nd Court
Hialeah, FL 33014
Phone (305) 823-2323
Fax (305) 826-7979
www.metaltech.com
steve@metaltech.com
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Contact yourlocal Town &Country-Industies Representative
for information on the new 2010168 Streamline Accordion
andthe new FtllView" Bahama!.
‘www.eyewallarmor.com
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AAF UMDA MEMBERS - DEAL WITH THE SEAL

Continued from page nine

Metals USA Building Products SE, Inc.

Virgil Cole
7815 American Way
Groveland, FL 34736
Phone (800) 874-0002
Fax (352) 787-6031
www.buildingproductsusa.com

vcole2@metalsusa.com

PCA Products
Terence Breeden

P. O. Box 4605
Sevierville, TN 37864
Phone (865) 429-6464

Fax (865) 429-6480

www.pcaproducts.com
tlb@pcaproducts.com

PGT Industries
JR Bontrager
1070 Technology Drive
North Venice, FL 34275
Phone (941) 480-1600
Fax (800) 477-3655
www.pgtindustries.com
JBontrager@pgtindustries.com

Structall Building Systems
Jason Sanders
350 Burbank Road
Oldsmar, FL 33755
Phone (800) 969-3706
Fax (813) 814-0018
www.structall.com
jsanders@structall.com

Temo, Inc.
James Hall
20400 Hall Road
Clinton Township, M| 48038
Phone (586) 286-0410
Fax (586) 226-1719

www.temosunrooms.com
jhall@temosunrooms.com

Town & County Industries
Tom Johnston
400 West McNab Road
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33309
Phone (954) 970-9999
Fax (954) 691-2380
www.tc-alum.com
tom.johnston@tc-alum.com

Window Craftsmen, Inc.
Ben Jakubauskas
6031 Clark Center Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34238
Phone (941) 922-1844
Fax (941) 923-0371
Website Unavailable
windowcr@gte.net

to all of our UMDA members for their continued
support of AAF and its contractor members.

To learn more about how your company can become an

http://www.aaof.org/documents/AAFMembershipApp2008.pdf

A BIG THANK YOU

UMDA member please visit

—‘

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING?

Alumination is emailed to over 1500 individuals inside the State of Florida and beyond and we intend to double that number by year’s

end. Alumination is also uploaded to the AAF web site. All advertisements are full color. See below for ad rates and fees.

FULL PAGE AD
Size: 8.5” x 11”

AD RATE
$100 PER ISSUE

1/2 PAGE AD
Size: 8.5” x 5.5”

AD RATE
$75 PER ISSUE

1/4 PAGE AD
Size: 4.25” x 5.5”

AD RATE
$40 PER ISSUE

To reserve your spot in the next issue Alumination contact the AAF Office at (407) 898-8287 or info@aaof.org.
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CONDO
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COMMERCIAL
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ARCHITECTURAL
GLASS ENCLOSURES

IMPACT DOORS &
WINDOWS

800.421.0682

4650 Lyons Technology Pkwy Coconut Creek FL
www.elitelifestylesunrooms.com
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